THE LABOUR PROBLEM
profits, while, as a nation, we sell our coal at a
loss. Yet coal is a most important part of our
national capital, and is a wasting asset! What can
be the end of a people which conducts its econ-
omic life upon such principles?
There is always the Dole, perhaps it will be
said. Let us universalize that. We can have doles
for the unemployed, the sick, the old, for mothers
(without any indiscreet recherche de la paternite
of their babes), for industry, for trade, for educa-
tion, for science, nay even for the Empire. Indeed
we already have a good many of them. So a policy
of doles for all would assuredly please all parties
and catch many votes. Accordingly the Dole
shows every sign of remaining permanent; but
none that it will prove the solution of our labour
troubles. On the contrary the longer it goes on
the more will be demanded, the more it will
demoralize, the larger the section of the nation
which will receive it, the smaller that which can
pay it. In the end it will pauperize us alL And
even long before the end is reached the social
policy of which the Dole is a conspicuous part
will have produced a growing scarcity of capital,
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